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Annual Report
2009

From the Coordinator

What a great year for Garrard County Solid Waste! Marked with numerous accomplishments and a great deal of progress in so many areas, 2009 will certainly be remembered as a year of growth for our rural Solid Waste Program. 

2009 was the first full year for many of our initiatives. The popular curbside recycling program in the city of Lancaster boasted a 30 percent participation rate by year’s end and service of the recycling collection point at the fairgrounds was increased to three days a week to handle the volume of recyclables dropped there. The new “Trash for Cash” program, funded through a grant from the Kentucky Division of Waste Management, saw numerous non-profit groups earn money for their cause in exchange for cleaning trash from county roads. The Solid Waste Education Program focusing on recycling promotion and anti-litter was expanded in 2009 with presentations at all three elementary schools and educational booths at every public event in the county.

Nearly $50,000 in new and updated recycling equipment was obtained through grant funding, including a new permanent recycling collection box for Paint Lick. The new equipment did much in the way of improving efficiency of our recycling operations and increased service to our citizens and local businesses.

Many of the traditional services of the Solid Waste Program continued in 2009, including litter and illegal dump abatement, Spring and Fall Free Dump Days, and a Waste Tire Amnesty that saw 8,400 tires disposed of in accordance with state law. 

None of the important work accomplished by the Garrard County Solid Waste Program in 2009 would have been possible without the dedication of a hard-working staff. Recycling Center Manager Mike Davis, Convenience Center Managers James Davidson and Charlie Day, and Litter Crew Supervisor Larry Holman have truly made the Solid Waste Program what it is today. Additionally, the volunteers of our citizen Solid Waste Committee put in many hours of service to our various programs in 2009. From handing out literature to unloading trash and tires, these dedicated individuals continue to be a vital part of the Solid Waste Program. Committee members Karla Sefcak, Dorothy DeLong, Smitty Oliver, Chester Satterfield, Deborah Messenger, Harlan Bratton, Brenda Powers, and Shari Bivalacque continue to give so graciously of their time and energy to ensure the continued success of our program.
I look forward to the challenges of 2010 and continue to be honored to serve the Fiscal Court and the citizens of this great county.

Sincerely,

Chris Thomason
Solid Waste Coordinator
Recycling

Section 1: Overview
2009 saw an increase in every commodity handled by the Garrard County Recycling Center and the Garrard County Convenience Center. In total, Garrard County Solid Waste processed 379.92 tons of recyclables in 2009. This represents an increase of 53.4 tons or 16.4 percent over the totals from 2008. Much of the growth in recyclables in 2009 was in cardboard and household plastics—a direct result of more businesses recycling and the existence of the curbside pick-up service. 

Section 2: Yearly Comparison by Commodity
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Litter

Section 1: Overview

The litter abatement program saw an increase in road mileage covered in 2009 while the number of bags collected decreased significantly, indicating a reduction in the number of individuals littering in the county. In addition to road litter, numerous large items were recovered from ditches, creeks, and roadsides in 2009 including 47 couches, 16 reclining chairs, 542 tires, 22 mattresses, 9 televisions, 1 airplane, and quantities of other furniture, appliances, and automobile parts.

Anti-litter educational materials were handed out from the Solid Waste booth at several public events throughout the year including the Rural Heritage Festival, Earth Day Festival, Paint Lick Village Days, and the annual Beautify Garrard County “Party on the Square”. The children’s education program was presented in all three elementary schools, reaching over 200 Garrard County students. Educational programs were also presented to numerous civic groups in 2009, including the local chapter of the AARP. All educational programs were revamped in 2009 in the hopes of reducing littering and illegal dumping the county.

Section 2: Yearly Comparison of Litter Abatement Activities
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Illegal Dumps

Section 1: Overview

Work on illegal dump remediation continued in 2009. There were three new dumpsites of varying size identified over the course of the year with work completed on one and work pending on the other two, contingent upon grant funding from the Kentucky Division of Waste Management. Two dumpsites carried over from 2008 remain on the books due to the complexity of the clean-up requiring contract labor paid for by grant funding, although progress has been made on one of these dumps using county equipment. All pending dumpsites requiring contract labor were submitted to the Kentucky Division of Waste Management for grant funding in November 2009.

Section 2: Identified Dumpsites by Status
Dumpsites Abated in 2009

	Dump Name
	Date Cleaned
	Funding Source

	Black Farm Dump
	October
	Solid Waste Fund


Dumpsites Identified in 2009

	Dump Name
	Target Clean-Up Date
	Funding Source

	Cone Farm Dump
	March 2010
	State Grant

	Dix River Dump
	November 2010
	State Grant

	Black Farm Dump
	Cleaned-October
	Solid Waste Fund


Dumpsites Pending Clean-Up Prior to 2009
	Dump Name
	Target Clean-Up Date
	Funding Source

	Old Monahan Farm Dump
	March 2010
	State Grant

	Pleasant Retreat
	Partially Cleaned
	State Grant


Ordinance Violations

Section 1: Overview

Ordinance violations for littering were up considerably in 2009. Strict enforcement and vigorous prosecution of offenders resulted in numerous fines and penalties such as community service for violators. Nuisance violations in 2009 were down from previous years, likely attributable to the high number of resolved cases from previous years. 

Section 2: Yearly Comparison by Violation
[image: image11.png]16
14
12

omN s o ®

Criminal Littering Citations

14

W Criminal Littering

) Citations

2008 2009





[image: image12.png]45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

Nuisance Violations

39

B Nuisance Violations

2008 2009





